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280 The Old Testament Student. 

oratory is there and thrills the most careless student. Its consequent influence 
is toward reproducing its own nervous, direct, essentially religious style. 

But this carries us from the study of style into that of literature. And on 
that all men agree. The Old Testament is a literature of most wonderful beauty 
and worth. It is a library of masterpieces. The real question left is as to whether 
the study of the Hebrew scripture will actually impress these three desirable 
qualities — simplicity, concreteness and the spirit of true oratory— upon the 
preacher. 

It would be, of course, unreasonable to claim that any study can do more than 
develop powers already possessed by the student. But if, as all are ready to 
admit, the study of language in general is beneficial, if the spirit of the author 
becomes, as it does, in some measure, the spirit of the reader, if thought and lan- 
guage react upon each other until the one becomes the likeness of the other, then 
we may be sure that the study of a literature which possesses a wealth of religious 
thought expressed in simple, picturesque and intense language will most certainly 
bring into something like its own beauty and power the style of him who thinks 
its thoughts in its own sacred words. The Septuagint and the Greek JSTew Testar 
ment show what Hebrew thought may work upon the Greek ; the English Bible 
what it may work in English, and the renewed attention which America is giving 
to the study, within the next few years wiU work out in our midst a pulpit style 
which shall be at once scholarly and popidar. 



THE SONG OF MOSES, DEUT. 32. 

By Fuof. Milton S. Tbbey, D. D., 
Garrett Biblical Institute, Bvanston, m. 



The exquisite poem preserved to us in Deut. 32, and known as Moses' song, 
is acknowledged to be one of the very finest monuments of the Hebrew language 
and literature. "Whenever and by whomsoever written, it must ever command 
the admiration of Old Testament students. 'Without entering into any of the 
questions concerning its date and authorship, we here attempt a rhythmical ver- 
sion, which we trust the critical reader will find to be true to the original text, 
while at the same time it retains much of the spirit of the ancient poet. 

INTEODUCTOET INTOCATION. VS. 1,2. 
(One strophe of six lines.) 

1. Lend me your ears, O heaven, and I will speak. 
And let the earth hear utterings of my mouth ; 

2. O may my doctrine like the rain drop down. 
My utterance, let it like the dew distil, 
Like showers of rain upon the tender grass, 
And copious waters on the sprouting herb. 

The Doxtble Theme: Jahveh's Righteousness and his People's 
Peeveesitt. Vs. 3-5. 

(One strophe of eight lines.) 

3. For Jahveh's name will I proclaim aloud ; 
Ascribe ye majesty unto our God. 
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4. The Eock is he,— complete the work he does, 
For all his ways are judgment. 

A God of truth, and not of wickedness, 
Righteous and upright he ! 

5. Act vilely towards him— not his sons, their spot— 
A generation crooked and perverse. 

EXPOSTULATOBT REVIEW OF JaHVEH'S GOODNESS TO ISRAEL. VS. 6-14. 
(Three strophes, one of twelve and two of ten lines.) 

6. Will ye to Jahveh thus make recompense, 
O people impiously foolish and unwise ? 
Has he not been thy Father, founding thee ? 
Has he not made thee, and established thee ? 

7. Remember thou the days of ancient time, 
Mark ye the years of numerous generations. 
Ask thou thy father and he will tell thee, 
Thy elders, and to thee they will relate. 

8. When 'Elyon gave to nations their possession, 
When he the sons of Adam spread abroad. 
He fixed the peoples' boundaries to fit 

The number of the sons of Israel. 

9. For Jahveh's chosen portion is his people, 
Jacob, the line of his inheritance. 

10. He finds him in a land of wilderness, 
And in a waste, a howling desert wild ; 

He compasses him round, he marks him close. 
He guaMs him as the apple of his eye. 

11. As when an eagle rouses up his nest. 
Over his tender nestlings hovers down, 

He spreads abroad his wings, he takes him up. 
He bears him on his pinions far aloft. 

12. Jahveh in separation leads him on. 

And with him there should be no foreign god. 

13. He makes him over earth's high places ride. 
And he ate of the produce of the field. 

He suckled him with honey from the rock. 
And oil out of the silex of the rock ; 

14. With curds of cattle and the milk of flocks. 
With fat of lambs, and Bashan's rams, and goats. 
Along with fat of kidneys of the wheat ; 

And grape-blood drinkest thou as foaming wine. 

The Apostacy of Iseael. Vs. 15-18. 
(One strophe of eleven lines.) 

15. Then fat became Jeshurum, and rebelled. 

Fat wast thou, thou wast thick, thou covered wast ! 
And he cast off Eloah who made him. 
And trifled with the Rock of his salvation. 

16. With strange thiags move they him to jealousy. 
With vile abominations anger him ; 

17. They sacrifice to demons, not Eloah, 

Gods whom they knew not, new ones, — late they came, — 
Not those of whom your fathers stood in fear. 

18. The Rock that did beget thee thou hast left, 
And hast forgotten God who brought thee forth. 
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Jahvbh's Pbovocation and Pukpose or Judgment. Vs. 19-28. 

(Three unequal strophes, the first of ten, the second of thirteen, and the third of ei?ht lines.) 

19. And Jahveh saw and acted with disdain, 
From provocation of his sons and daughters ; 

20. And he said, I will hide my face from them, 
I will see what the end of them will he ; 
For a generation all-perverse are they, 
Children in whom is no fidelity. 

21. They made me jealous by what is no-god, 
Moved me to anger by their vanities. 

And I will make them jealous by no-people, 
By a foolish nation I will move their ire. 

22. For now a fire is kindled in my rage, 
And it has burned to Sheol far below, 
And it has eaten earth and its increase, 
And made the bases of the mountains bum. 

23. Upon them I will heap sore miseries. 
Mine arrows I will quite consume in them. 

24. Famine-sucked, eaten of flame, and bitter plague. 
Against them I the tooth of beasts will send. 
With poison of the crawlers of the dust. 

25. Without, thou Shalt be by the sword bereft, 
And from the inner chambers terror comes ; 
As with the youth so with the virgin too. 
The suckling with the man of hoary hair. 

26. I have said I would blow them far away, 

I'd make remembrance of them cease from men, 

27. But that I dread vexation of the foe, — 

Lest now their enemies should make it strange. 
Lest they should say. Our hand was lifted up, 
And all this has not been by Jahveh done. 

28. Because a nation counsel-lost are they, 
And understanding in them there is none. 

Israel's Possibilitibs, as Compabbd with Theib Heathen Enemies. 

Vs. 29-33. 
(One strophe of fourteen lines.) 

29. Would they were wise, that they would ponder this, 
That they would meditate upon their end. 

30. How easily might one a thousand chase. 
And two might even make ten thousand fly. 
If it were not that them their Eock had sold, 
And Jahveh had forsaken them I 

31. For not the like of our Rock is their rock, 
And even our enemies the judges be. 

32. For from the vine of Sodom is their vine. 
And from Gomorrah's fields. 

Their grapes are grapes grown of a poisonous plant. 
Clusters of bitterness intense for them. 

33. The poison of foul dragons is their wine, 
Even the venom violent of asps. 

Jahveh the Judge and Avengbb of his People. Vs. 34- 
(Three strophes, the first and third of ten and the second of eleven lines.) 

34. Has not this one been hidden away with me. 
Sealed up witliin my secret treasuries ? 

35. To me belongeth vengeance, I will pay ; 

At the appointed time their foot shall shake ; 
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For near impending is their day of doom, 
And hastening on the things prepared for them. 

36. Per Jahveh wUl his people judge, 

And on his servants he will have compassion, 
When he shall see that every prop is gone, 
And no more are the fettered and the free. 

37. And it will then be said, Where are their gods. 
The rock in whom they put their confidence ? 

38. Who of their sacrifices ate the fat, 

And drank the wine of their drink-oflerings ? 
Let them rise up, and let them give you help, 
Let there be over you a covering I 

39. Behold ye, now, that I, even I, am he. 
And there are no gods with me. 

I put to death, and make alive again ; 
I dashed in pieces, and I wUl restore. 
And from my hand there's no deliverer. 

40. For I will lift up to the heavens my hand. 
And say, living am I forevermore. 

41. If I make sharp the lightning of my sword. 
And take fast hold of judgment with my hand, 
I will cause vengeance on my foes to turn. 
And to my haters render just reward. 

42. With blood will I my arrows drunken make 
And my sword shall devour flesh, — 
From blood of spoil and of captivity. 
From heads of waving hair or enemies. 

CONCLTJSiON. Vs. 43. 
(One short strophe of four lines.) 

43. Ye nations, make his people shout for joy. 
For his own servant's blood he will avenge ; 
And vengeance he will turn upon his foes. 
And make atonement for his land and people. 



